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THE PEASANTRY OF FRANCE

-

Inquiry Shows the Existence of Errors
as to Land-Holding in that Country.

S — I ———

Owners of Small Parms Are Not so Numerons
as Has Been ESuppesed, but the French
Agricu.turisi is a Contented Person.

Epecial Correspondence of the “unlay Jemrnal.
Panis, March 1.—Some of our notions
abont rural France will have to be revised,
It has been populariy supposed thas the
exteusive subdivision of agrienltaral land
in this country was due primarily to the
revolution of & hvndred years ago. There
can be no doubt that the popunlar uprising

of that period, with its political aud ma-
terial changes, were sumewhat of a help
toward this end, but that they ocould not
have Leen the chief factor 1s shown con-
clusively by the single circumstance that
when the revointion ‘broke out it found
smongst the twenty-five millions of the
population at that period about half as
many small landowners as there are eati-
mnated to be At present in a population of
thirty-eight millions, Asa matter of facs
peasant proprietorship as i1t exists in
France is a legney from the far distant
Past. Itexisted and was recognized side
by eide with fendalism, snd it bes reached
its present unparslleled dimensions be-
oanse, since fendalisme was abolished, the
political and material conditions of France
bave Leoome gradually more snd more
favorable to it.

Another notion needed to be modified is
that which concerves of small proprietors
s holding a larger area ot the agricultural
land of France than 18 held by proprietors
of more importance. It is casy to be mis-
led in this matter. There are portions of
France, and the fairest and richest por-
tions, of which such a conception wonld be
pnquestionably trne, and the notion re-
eeivea additional favor from those general

statements which are atloar, like that, for
instance, which puts the aggregate ot land-
pwners at 85.000,000, and ano her whieh
Mates that one-half of the agricunltural
purface is tilled by the families to
whom it belongs. When, however, wedive

to ligures a lLittle, what we discover 19

at boldings of less than fifteen acres
amount to only about a fourth of the coun-
try's surfuce, while those exceeding 120
Mcres cover more than a thirdof 1t. We
also find that beldings which range be-
tween these rigures exceed considerably in
the sereage they cover both the smaller
pud the larger estates; making it obvionasly
Irue, as French statistioians have repeated-
ly maintained, that France, as regards the
division of 1ts land, may more properly be
claseced as » country of medium holdings
than as a nation which ig either dominated
¥ big landlords or cut up into peace-meal
or the sole benetit of little ones.

PRODUCTIVENESS OF THE FARMS,

Two other notions chailenge attention
both of which will have to bLe changed
pomewhat if they are to harmonize striotly
with the facts., One is the popularidea
that under a system of small and medium
boldings the land will ba cultivated better,
and hence be more fruitfanl than under a

differeny system—guch a system, for in-
plance, as that obtsiniug 1n England. Ina
pew country like our own, where the soil
Las oniy to be tickled with the plow to
pinile annually with & bountiful harvest,
puch & resnit from small proprietorship
(pright bes naturally counted npon, but where
he eoil is vid an<d so nearly exhausted as
bo need artificial stimulus, and, theretore,
cupnital and skill, to bring it into & state of,
.even moderateo fruitfuluess, it1s very casy
to see, upon relection, that the small,
pemi-impoverished owner, who must rely
polely upon bis own hmited resources, is at
p disadvantage. Not only is this what
might reasonably be expected, bat the fig-
ures show that it is the actuanl resuit; that,
‘00, whether shall holdings in Franee are
compared in their productiveunvss with
larger holdings of the same wort of land in
the same conntry, or whether agricultural
France 18 lnmped together and compared
lo this matter with nations which pursue
their farming under a ditlerent sy stem,

%0 likewise must our notions as to the
fegree of material prosperity aceruing to
pmall proprietors be modified somewhat,
Bettled upon a few acres, a small family
may manage to live, but if they depend
sglely upon what their littie.pateh of land
ptfords thein, titey will livesa hard lite, with
scarosly any comfort, and in mean and
squalid surroundings. ‘1his 18 the condi-
Ltion of & large part of the F'rench peasantry
gt the present day. Itis quite true thas
EO“ of them lay by a little for the futare,

ut they do this by & sort of instinet, and
the reason they are able todo 1itisthat
rather than leave the future in uncertainty
they will steal a listle irom present neces-
paries. Allowing for exceptions, we
bave not found that, as rezards the supply
of their material wants, the lrench veas-
antry, a8 a whole, are much, if any, better
pff than the farm laborers of Great Britain,
Their food is coarse in the extreme and
jhey are often very meanly domiciled. The
rleanliness aud brightuess one sees so gen-
‘erally in Inborers’ cottages in England are
rare indeed in France. M., Blouet, who s
surely a good auathority, tells us that the
average French peasant will hive on 8 or
lUcents &« day, and another writer, M, Beth-
am-Edwards, who bas traversed the entire
‘country, says that thousands of French
peasants must have seen for the first time,
at the Paris exposition of 1580, those con-
veniences «f modern life which, 1n all well
regulated families are held essensial toboth
health and decency.

IMPROVEMENTS IN RURAL LIFE,

Perhaps we are laying too mnach stresa
upon theas thinga. Ior fear of being mis-

understood, we hasten to sav that rural
lite in France has undergone vast improve-
pient within twenty years, and that the
trend is now more decidedly onward and
upward than ever belore. You ean still
find sections whers the rude bed adorns an

aleove iu the kitoben, and where, as in the
sarliest times, Dovseas are used to tread out
the corn; andalso many vartsa where 1llit-
eracy is common, and where the people live
in the ecoarsest manner and do their
work without the Jeast regard for
modern improvements, Dutin these days
aducation 1s penoirating into the most re-
mote hamlets, snd Jacques Bonhomme,
ander the influence of this and other
pivilizing forces, is beginning to think that
there 18 more in this lite even tor him than
to grub and save, and then die, leaving
simiiar conditions to his offepring. More-
over, farm wages are improving. For the
lowest form of farm drudgéry they Lave
guadrupled within fifty years, the ruling
rate now being from $50 to $120 a year with
board, the latter sum, whieh s very hizh
for France, being the wage commanded by
shose “aristo-rats of the f[arm,” the shep-
herds. After ull too, there 18 hardiy any
panverism p agricultural France, thongh
there 18 poverty nnd plenty of hard seratch-
ing. Aund when you consider that Honest
Hodge, if he lives to Le very old, is very
likely to end bis dayvs in the poorhouse,
white Jacques Bonhomme is almost certain
to breathe his lile away under his own
roof tree, with his own kindred about him,
it wonild seem as though anv substantial
comparison between the peasantry of
France and the farm laborers of Epngland
were quite out of ihe queation,

Thatv the French pessants themsalves are
measurably content with their lot 1s shown
in numerons wavae Une proof of it is
aflorded ip the complacency with which
they look upon governmental allaira. It 1s
not in elustering hamlets that French revo-
lationists are brea, but in the elose, fervid
stmosvhere of great cities. Far irom be-
I A revolutionist, the French peasant is
Dot even a politician, 1t used to amaze us
that the popular vote, drawn so largely
from this class, could change so roon
from its emphbstio mdorsement of Napo-
Jeon 1I1 to its equaily emphatic conn-
tenance of existing repablie formas,
On the face of it, this would suggest vace
cilation and rural unrest. ot us o matter
of fact, 1t indicates the oppostte of all thia
Jtshows, wWhon one gets sn inside view,
that French peasants take jittle interest in
such things, that they are wholly wrapped
up In the hum-drum hfe of the vineyard
nnd the farm, and so absorhed in making a
hving, sud Invine by & littie tor old ae,
that elections mean to them little more

than sl atqulescence 1 whate wop
S e SOVernment mmaAvV Lhauman

for the time t0o be in power. Any-
thing seems to suit them politically so
Jong ws it allows them to go on quietly
with their ordinary pursuits, When Na-
poleon aska for their suppors they think
of nothing beyond sayng, “Yes,” and
when Paris and other centers, having over-
thrown the empire, ask them to indorse
a republie, the response naturally is the
same. ‘[ his, atleast, 18 bow 1t has beeu in
the past, tuough one cannot help thinking

that twenty years of prosperous repnblicac

rule must have awakened in many of these
rustic Frenchmen a pronounced hiking for
this simoler form of government, and that
the increased enlighteument these yvears
bave bronght will Jead them hereafter to
increased political activity.

FLEEING TO THE CITIES,

In France, as in other nations, the com-
plaint is common that rural districte are
undergoing a slow process of depopulation.
Iu two respects, however, France differs in
this matter from both Germany and Eng-
land. We have not beard that in either of

these countries there is any scarcity of
births amonust the rural population; rath-
er the contrary, whereas in France the
birth rate 1s as Jow in many of the
rural districts as in any of the
centers of urban life, and the average
o! children per family no higher in some
f{nrta than in the exceptional town of
oubaix, where the last census puts it at
one. Notonlv #0, but we are assared by a
writer 1o the Nation that in many cases the
ascertained canse of tuis 18 the desire of
parents to better their own condition; in
other words, 'rench thnft, Another point
to be noted 18 that, while the country dis-
tricts of England and Germany, especially
tie latter, are being largely drawn upon
by foreign emigration, Frauce 18 enffering
from this cnuse scarcely at all—a fact, by
the way, which speaks suggestively of the
superior contentment of the French.

The great drain 1o ¥France is, not from
that coantry to some other, but from the
rural distriots towards the great cities. es-
peciully towards Paris. With increasing
edncation there hias sprung up in the rural
breast a feverish craving for enlarzed op-
portunities, It is discovered, too, that cit-
i*s oller an increased wage, and, withont
thinking how much that is beyond wrice
they must give up 1n the exchange of farm
lifa for factory hife, great numbers of the
younger peasantry, infatuated with this
prospect of higher pay. are gravitating
yearly to the actnal, and too often, the sad
realization of what it meaps, Unfortunate-
ly. too, the nniversal couscription for mili-
tary service has a depleting efiect upon
country hife; that too. pot only in the fact
that it takes young men off for three years
just at the time they would naturally be
seteling down to fawmily life, but in the fur.
ther fact that it weans them from country
attachments, and makes them at home
afterwards only in such scenes of bustle
and pleasure as the big city otflera. This is
the complaint in France, and the facts to
which it has reference are decidedly sug-
gestive, showing as they do that in our
present-day civilization o1ty life is more
then s match tor country life 1n its power
to dazzle and draw, even when farm life
oan offer as n special attraction she possible
ownership of a small strip of langd.

But as to the latter point, there are many
peasants who are not land owners. Tosay
that one-half of the soil is ounltivated by
those who are proprietors of it 18 to say
muoh, but not all, for the other half has
yet to he accounted for. This we find is
occupied by two classes—three-fourths of
it by those paying & regular rental and the
remaining one-iourth by what are called
metayers; that is, those who, for tha privi-
lege of farming. i1t, halve the products
they realize with 1ts owners. 1o 1m-
dicate still farther how farming
operations are oarried on it shounld ve
noted that in some cases & number of
metayers take a bolding together, bringing
their combined ecapital to bear 1n the effort
to make it protitable, It should also be
noted that in disiriets where the boldings
of land are generally small it is not un-
usual for neighbors to own a horse and a
cow in jointure, and that associations are
common in such distriets for the purchase
and hirmg out of improved agricultural
machinery, and for the granting on rare
occasions of such small loans as may be
needed while the impecunious peasant
waits for his crops to ripen.

In social life the French peasantry are
pre-eminent for the sobriety they exhibit;
that, too, spite of the fact that in some
purts their staple beverage is home-made
wine, In morals they are far saperior, as
a rule, to city folk; so muéh so that an in-
telligent and sympathetio writer, referring
to their modeérn tendeney to imitate city
folk, says thag if she peasantry only knew
bow superior they are to the rest of France,
this eoraze would receive an effectusl
gunietus. In religion the Yreneh peasants
are, of course, predominantly Roman
Catholie, with, however, a fuir interming-
ling of Protestants, and it is pleasant to
know that in most parts the raral repre-
sentatives of these two sects are on friendly
terms with eachn other,

Hexry TuckLEYy,

Deour, Dear.
Detroit Free Press.

A whole peck of trouble has appeared in
couneotion with the woman’'s congress to
be beld in Chieago during the world’s fair.
It was the original intention that men
should have nothing whatever to do with
thia congress. 1t was to be exclusively a
woman’'s affair. But now an exssperating
dilemma present:s itself. Most of the ma-
sic, which was to be composed by women,
to be used in the great song service of the
gongreas, 18 arranged for both male and
temale voices. Men must be admitted to
the choir or the song serviee will be
knocked galley west. Was there ever any-
thing more trying!

— el -l — e —
¥ ditor Shanklin's Lament.
Evanaville Couriar

There 1a nothing left unreaa by the Dem-
ocratio press against the recent federal
appointments, not that the men themselves
are incapable, bat theare seems 10 vach case
to be specinl reasons why the wppoint-
ments shonld not have been ma.e. The
ery for an explanation ia amswered Ly the
universal confession that none can give
an explanation that wounld seem rational.
The appointments appear to be a deliber-
ate warning that lovaity is no longer con-
smdered a virtue, and that the best way to
acquire the favor of those in power is by
opposition,

SL.50—To Chicago—34.50
Via Pennsylvania line from Indianapolis.

25,000 BOYS

In Marion county and vicinity will be wanting new suits this week,

There need be no question as to the
them.
price sale,

place where they had better buy
In addition to the wonderful bargains in the Wanamaker half-

THE MODKI.

Offers such a vast line ot the most stylish garments in the market, made
up specially for our trade, that you might hunt from one end of the State

to the other and find nothing to equal it.

We are showing a larger line

of novelties for the little fellows than ever before. . The prices, too, are
such that they come easily within the reach of a very moderate purse.

For the larger boys our Black and Blue Cheviot Suits at $8, $10,
$12 and $15 have made a most decided hit. They are destined to be

the sTYLiSH goods of the spring.

SPECIAL.

You'll never match the values we are giving in

boys suits at
$$:3.50.

Over 500 alll Wool Knee Pants Suits, plain and
Plaited, light and dark colors, that were sold by Wana-
maker & Brown at $7, we are now offering at $3.50.

the supply 18 exhaunsted.

SPHCILAL.

SPRING OVERCOATS.

We have just placed on sale a lot of rough black Cheviot
1 Spring Overcoats, lined throughout with silk, at

$15

a garment, Everybody will be wearing a Black Cheviot
Overcoat this spring. You'd better get one of these before

[
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MEN'S SPRING SUITS.

Black and Blue Serges and Cheviots are to be the popular fabrics for spring suits.
You can get them from us in either Singlg or Double-breasted Sacks in any grade from $10

to #30. There arve still plenty of
WANAMAKER

That you can buy at just half Wanamaker’s prices.

Suits that Wanamaker sold at $10 to $40 we are now selling at $5 to $20.

—_—
—

JEWELRY SALE.

THIS WEYK.

Ladies’ Hair Ornaments, worth 35¢......ccovevevvinenne.. 19€
Ladies’ Hair Ornaments, worth $1.50...............89¢
Link Cuff Buttons, worth $1to $2.50........0s....

Gold Chains, lockets attached........cccvvvveeeeeen.... 81,39

Brilliant Pins and Studs, worth $1 and 7oc.........19¢ Wor h 82.

HAT SAEE:

MONDAY ONILY.

MEN'S TOURIST HATS

$1.19.

SPRING SUITS
Sacks, Frocks and Prince Alberts.

3; A AN AARAAEE AR
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ROYAL
EGG

in Ribbon Form.
TRULY DELICIOUS!

RECEIPTS <%
WITH EVERY PACKACE. &f

e it I ._m.)‘\.... C’. ‘\‘.'
T .‘. ... .“ .. e Ve - - .A-.

COLLEGE AVENUE

—AND-——

FIFTEENTH STREET.

X
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IMPROVEMENTS
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Sanday Journal, by mail, $2 a Year

To cleanse the blood, skin and scalp of every erupticn, impurity,
and disease, and restore the hair, no agency in the world of medicine
can for a moment be compared to these great skin cures, blood
purifiers, and humor remedies. They afford immediate relief in most
torturing and disfiguring of .itching and burning eczemas, and other
itching, scaly and crusted skin and scalp diseases. They speedily cure
humors of the blood and skin, whether simple scrofulous, hereditary
or ulcerative. They prevent inflammation and clogging of the pores,
the causg of pimples, blackheads, baby blemishes, and falling hair,
In 2 word they cleanse the blood and skin of every humor and disease,
purify and beautify the skin and hair, and constitute the most
wonderfully effective external and internal treatment of modern times.

¥ ALL aBorT tne DBroop, RxiN, Scawnp, AND HaIr," 64 pages, 700 diseases, 50 Tlius-
A book of priceless value.
Price, CoTicuna, ¢ ; CuTicUna Soar, 2%c.; CUTICURA
KesoLveny, §1. Prepared by Porrer Drve aND Caexical CorroraTION, Boston.

trationa, and 100 testimonials, Mailed free.
are soid throughout the world,

PAID

Pimply Girls
Pimply Boys

And Every Person
Afflicted with
Torturing
Disfiguring
Humiliating Humors
Find Instant Relief
And Speedy Cure
By Using

Cuticura Remedies

MINUTES FROM
POSTOFFICE,

M. E. VINTON & CO-

964 East Market Street.
After April 1—Commercial Club Bld’g.

Derma-Royale is pure, mild and so harmiess that = whoie bottie may be drank without the least serious eflect.
LOYELY RACES, WIITE HANDS.

Nothing will CURE, CLEAR and WHITEN
the skin so guickly as

DERMA-ROYALE

The new discovery for curing cutaneous affections,
removing  discolorations from the cuticls and
bleuching and brightening the complexjon.

THERE KEVER Wis ANYTHING LIKE IT,

It is as Larmiess as dew and so simple a child
can useit. It is highly recommended by Physicians
and its sure resnlts warraot us in offering
ssm REWARD,—7To assure the public of ita

e IeTits we agree to forfeit
Five Hundred Doliars casu, for any case of eczema,
pimpies, blotchesa, moth-patches, brown spots, liver
spois, blackheads, ugly or muddy skin, unnatoral
raduess, freckles, tan or any other catancous dis-
colorations or blewishes, (excopting birth-marks,
scars, and those of a scrofulous or kindred nature)
that Derma-Royalo will not quickly remove and
curs. We also agree to forfeit Five Hundred Dollars
ta moy person whose skin can be injured in the
slizhitest possible manner. or to anvons whose com.-
plf-'xmu (no matter in how bad condition it may be),
Wil not be cleared. whitened, fnproved and beauti-
fied by the use of Derma-Koyale.

Put np ts elepent strle in large sight-ounce bottles.
Price. £1.00, SVERY BOTTLE OQUARANTEED,

Curicvnra Revenies

FACIAL BLEMISHES, red, rough and olly skin, red, rough hands,
with shapeless nalis, dry, thin and falling bair and simple baby blem.
ishes, prevented and cured by CUTIOURA Boar. Most effective skin
purilying and beauilfying soap, as well as purest and sweetest for
tollet and mursery. Oaly cure for plmplea.

WEWILL PR CLaD REND ANYONE A

R BOTTLE 7GR NOTHING

TO EINTROPUGE IT. 35 8END US YOUR FULL POST-OFFICE ADDRESS TODAY
THE DERMA-ROYALE COMPANY, Cornor Baker & Vine Streets, CINCINNATI, OHIO.

RAILWAY TIME-TABLES,

Indianapolis Union Station.

ennsyivania [ines.)

Trains Run by Central Time.

TICKET OFFICES at Station and at corner Illinois and
Washington Streets.
TRAINS RUN AS FOLLOWS ¢
*Daily. t Daily, except Sunday,

Frox INDIANAPOLIS TO LEAVE

Columbns, Ind.. and Loalsvilla, *3:40 am
Fhiladeiplila and New York... *5:00 am
Balitmore and Washington.... *5:00 am

Dayton and Springtield........ *5:00 am
Martinsville n.ll:)d anoennu. cew *B-00 am
Madison and Louisville. ... ew.. 18:06 ain

Richmond and Columbus, O_... t8:00 am
Logansport and Chicazo *11:20 am
Dayton and Columbus. .........*11:43 am
Philadeiphia and New York.... *5:00 pm
Baldmore and Washington. ... *3:00 pm

ayton and Springtield. ........ *3:00 pm

nightstown andd Richmond. .. $4:00 pm

Columbus, Ind,, and Louisville *4:00 pm
Martinsville and Vincennes. ... 1403 pm
Columbas, Ind., and Madison.. 14:30 pm
Pittsburg and East : *5:30 pm
Dayton and Xenia.. ..coe.veeeeee *5:830 pm *11:59 am
Logansport and Chicago “12:830 am  *5:30 am

TR U EEIY O SHORTEST ROUTH
VANDALIA LINE: SECEST Yt
- ' THE WEST.
From Indianapolis Union Station.
Tralns leave for Bt. Louls, 8:10 am., 12:10 pm
10:45 am, 11:00 pin. Tiains conneot at Terrs
Haute for E. & T. H. pointa, Evansville slesper
on 11:00 pm train.
Greencastie and Terre Haute Accommodation
leaves 4:00 pm.
Arrive from 8t Louls 3:30 am, 4:50 am, 2:58
P, 5:20 pwo, 7:45 pm.
Terre Haute and Greencastle Accommodation

arrives at 10:00 am. .
Rt Siceping and Pacrlor Cars are run on through

ARRTVP

*“12:15 an
*10:15 pn
*10:15 pry
110:15 pra
*5:15 pm
16:00 pin
13:45 pa
*3:55 pm
*7:85 am
*10:30 am
*10:40 am
*10:30 am
900 am
*11:15 am
110,53 an
110:30 am
*11:60 am

MILERITHS Tho Vestibuled

PULLMAN CAR LINE

Leave Indianapolis—
Lim., Pullman Vestibulad
coaclLes, and dining car, daily
Arrive in Chicagoe 5:20 pm,
No. 34—Chicago Night Ex., Pullman Vestl.
buled coaches and slocpers, daily...........12:50 am
Arrive in Chicago 7:35 am.
No. 38—-Monon Accommodation. .....e..cueee 5:20 pm
Arrive at Indlanapolis—
No. 31—-Vestibule, daily
No. 33— Vestibule, dally...... : 31
No. Monon Accommodation. ............10:40 am
Vestibuled Sleepers for Chicagoe stand af
west end of Unlon Station, and can be taken st 3.30

. Al y.
x"I'ICKE:’I‘ OFFICES—No, 26 South Illinois streel
and at Union Station.

No.

Estashaned 1850 ) INDIANAPOLIS (Resrpanines 188,

USIKESS UKIVERSIT

WHEN BLOCZ, OPPOSITR POST OFFICE.

+ BEE3 & OC302X, Priscipalsacd Propeictars,
Ladies and gentlemen educated for profitable
employment, by a course of training at this institu-
tion. Book-kecping, Business practice, Shorthand,
Typewnmr. Penmanship and Eaglsh. Large
facuity. ndividual instruction. Class dnlfl.
Lectures. Emincnt indorsement. Open all year,

Enter now, Attract: ity
PEDT Amundy; s

F. M. SPAULDING,

Contracts for News and
Book Paper in Quantity.

OFFICES{EEITI I,

.




